
Dear OFN colleagues, 

It is with great enthusiasm that I put forth my candidacy for a second term on the OFN Board of Directors. 

I bring the same expertise, networks, and passion for the CDFI sector today that I did when I first joined the 
Board in 2019. I have nearly 30 years of professional experience lending to nonprofits, small- to medium-
sized businesses, real estate projects and more – 16 of them in banking and over a decade spent 
overseeing New Market Tax Credit deployment, lending, and technical assistance at TruFund, a CDFI that 
works in New York, Alabama, Louisiana, and Texas.  

I also continue to serve on the Executive Boards of the New York State CDFI and New Market Tax Credit 
Coalitions, the NMTC Advisory Boards of US Bank and Coastal Enterprises, and the Woodforest CEI-
Boulos Opportunity Fund. And every day that I do this work, I am informed by my lived experiences as a 
Harlem native and child of an entrepreneur. I experienced firsthand barriers to accessing quality healthcare, 
housing, and healthy food. I also witnessed how the capital, business education, and networks that would 
have supported my mother’s business success were often out of reach..  

These experiences have given me the skills and insight I need to serve as an effective board member by 
informing OFN's programs, building connections, and bringing new ideas to the table. But this work has 
always been about far more than just being a capable board member. When I ran in 2019, I told you, “This 
is not just a job and serving on the board would not just be a role. I live and breathe this work.” That’s just 
as true today as it was three years ago. 

While my conviction to this work remains the same, the world we live in looks very different than it did in 
2019. The COVID-19 pandemic upended our society. The disease itself and the economic turmoil it created 
disproportionally impacted people of color and low-income communities. At the same time, the murders of 
George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and so many other Black Americans sparked nationwide calls for racial 
justice – and encouraged many of us to re-examine our work through a lens of racial equity. 

These events also sparked an unprecedented wave of support for the work of CDFIs from all sectors – 
philanthropic, government, and corporate. A prime example is OFN’s Finance Just Fund, powered by 
partners such as Twitter, Wells Fargo, Truist, Focusing Philanthropy, MacArthur Foundation, W.K. Kellogg 
Foundation, and JPMorgan, which has already deployed over $100 million in flexible loans and grants to 
CDFIs in support of low-income communities and communities of color. OFN, supported by its Board, aims 
to grow this fund to $1 billion; providing CDFIs with the capital to address longstanding disinvestment 
issues, the racial wealth gap, and persistent poverty nationwide. 

My role as an OFN Board member put me in a unique position to influence OFN's work with CDFIs at this 
key time. Under the leadership of my fellow board members and OFN’s incredible team, OFN grew its 
membership significantly since 2019. I consistently advocated for OFN to not just expand its membership, 
but to diversify it by proactively seeking out smaller CDFIs, rural CDFIs, and CDFIs led by people of color. 
Additionally, as a member of the Board’s Policy Committee, I consistently leveraged my deep networks of 
leaders in government and philanthropy to advocate for policies and investments that would create a 
friendlier environment for CDFIs – like the Economic Opportunity Coalition, a public-private partnership to 
align tens of billions of dollars in investment in underserved communities, which included more than $3 
billion invested directly into CDFIs. 



I have also consistently advocated for further education as a cornerstone of OFN’s programming. I believe 
that this advocacy has paid off: we pivoted our annual conference to a virtual event so that CDFI 
employees could participate safely, ramped up in-person events across the country once it was safe to do 
so, and offered more trainings for CDFI professionals than ever before.  

While participating in this work as a Board member, I also went through a professional transition. This 
summer, I began a new position as the CEO of Nonprofit Finance Fund, a CDFI that has worked for 40 
years to strengthen nonprofit organizations nationwide and improve the way money flows to social good. 
Alongside many others – including CDFIs like those you represent – NFF is determined to build a more 
equitable and just social sector and is committed to helping community-centered organizations led by and 
serving people of color access the money and resources they need to realize their communities’ 
aspirations. 

Our industry stands at a pivotal moment. Never before have we had so many resources at our disposal and 
so much attention on our work. And never before have we seen such an urgent need. I am seeking a 
second term on OFN's Board of Directors because I believe that, by keeping our leadership intact, we can 
capitalize on this moment.  

The Board that I've served on has seen OFN adapt, evolve, and grow through one of the most tumultuous 
periods in our organization's history. These past three years, OFN has channeled unprecedented amounts 
of capital to CDFIs – and through them, to communities that need that capital to respond to crises, build 
resilience, and thrive long into the future. 

Should I be selected for a second term, I will do everything I can to ensure we build on the impressive 
achievements that all of you have accomplished. I will continue to leverage the network I've built to 
advocate for the power and potential of CDFIs to an increasingly receptive government and private sector. 
I'll continue to encourage CDFIs – as well as other lenders, government agencies, and nonprofits – to 
examine their work through a racial equity lens and address long-standing racial disparities. And I'll 
continue to support OFN's work to foster learning, promote collaboration, and drive capital to the CDFIs 
whose work builds stronger communities nationwide.   

This has been my life’s work, and serving on OFN’s Board has been a pinnacle achievement. It would be 
my honor to continue to contribute to OFN's core purpose of aligning capital with social, economic, and 
political justice. Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Aisha Benson 
CEO, Nonprofit Finance Fund 
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