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About Me 
 
My name is Sara Razavi, and I am the CEO of Working Solutions CDFI, a certified nonprofit microlender. 
Headquartered in San Francisco, Working Solutions serves 19 counties in Northern California, a region of 
over 12 million people with a geographic scope of more than 20,000 square miles.  
 
Working Solutions is a start-up and early-stage microlender and the First to Believe in small business. We 
were founded in 1999 on the idea that financially marginalized entrepreneurs need access to safe, 
affordable capital to start and grow sustainable businesses. Fast forward to 2022, and we are on track to 
deploy $50 million in loans and grants by 2024 with over 60% of our capital deployed to each of our 
target populations: low-income entrepreneurs, women, and entrepreneurs of color.  
 
As we grow and scale, Working Solutions has expanded our service area to include 10 new counties over 
this past year, and we have also increased our lending maximum to $100,000. Still, our priority remains 
microloans, and in increments of $5,000 to $50,000, we are making a difference for entrepreneurs who 
need access to capital to realize their dreams.  
 
I was born in Iran, and when we immigrated to the United States, my family could not access the 
financial mainstream. After many closed doors, my mother started two microbusinesses with the 
support of family, friends, and credit cards because cultural, gender, and racial biases made it difficult 
for her to get capital outside of her personal network.  
 
At Working Solutions, many of the entrepreneurs we serve do not have access to any capital at all prior 
to knocking on our door. I do this work every day because I believe that all individuals, no matter their 
backgrounds or past obstacles, should be empowered with the credit choices they need to realize their 
dreams.  
 
Why I Am Interested in Serving on the OFN Board 
 
OFN has given me perspective and helped me see what our organization and our industry can become. 
As OFN now moves through its own CEO transition, I want to be a stabilizing force of continued Board 
leadership while also deepening the Board’s representation of West Coast members. I also believe that 
it is imperative for the CDFI industry to work together—now more than ever—to meet the tremendous 
need our communities face in service of a better, more diverse future.  
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My OFN platform includes these top priorities: 
 
1)  Grow Industry Visibility and Expand National Impact: 
 

• The CDFI industry is at a watershed moment, and like many of you, I believe that CDFIs will lead 
the way in helping to reshape the future of the American Dream. We continue to lend in 
communities that have been systematically left out.  
 

• As an OFN Board member, I have raised awareness about our industry through education and 
advocacy at the state and national levels. I am proud to have been part of the group working on 
California’s Truth in Lending Act as well as a $50 million state-level set-aside for California CDFIs; 
lent my voice and perspective to the overhaul of the federal Community Reinvestment Act; and 
am eager to do more in a second term. If re-elected, I will continue to represent the CDFI 
industry at large, because if we aim to make an even greater impact, then more people must 
know about us locally, regionally, and nationally. 

 
2)  Scale Small-Dollar Deployment: 
 

• Many of our organizations have seen tremendous growth during the pandemic, and yet, we 
continue to have very real, unmet needs in our communities. What we are doing, believing in 
people at a scale that keeps pace with the need, should not be considered innovative; it should 
be considered essential. A huge value of OFN has been its national scope, and especially with 
Lisa Mensah’s leadership, OFN’s role as a national-level advocate for socially minded finance has 
become more defined than ever.  
 

• As an OFN Board member, I will continue to represent small to mid-sized CDFI lenders that are 
positioned to reach deep into resource deserts in our communities. With small dollar amounts, 
we can get to ‘yes’ faster and deliver capital to the businesses that are the hardest to reach and 
that need us most. To do so effectively, efficiently, and at scale, we need technology to facilitate 
more programs such as California’s $4 billion grant program implemented by Lendistry at 
massive scale in partnership with other CDFIs and referral partners, including Working Solutions.  

 
If elected, I would be honored to serve a second term on the OFN Board and to work with you to ensure 
that all of our communities have access to safe and affordable capital. 
 
Thank you very much for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
  
Sara Razavi 
CEO 


