
OFN Board Candidate Statement of David Beck 

 

Dear OFN members, 

 

Hello! I am David Beck, Director of Policy at Self-Help, headquartered in Durham, NC.  I am 
excited to run for re-election to the OFN Board of Directors and hope to earn one of your CDFI’s 
votes.  

 

My interest in serving on the board remains rooted in my passion to help CDFIs and OFN 
members better assist the communities and people we serve by leverage our expertise to help 
shape public policy. I am active in many CDFI-oriented practice and policy coalitions, including 
the National Childcare Facilities Network, the Charter School Lenders Coalition, the National 
Disability Finance Coalition, the Capital Magnet Fund Coalition and the Homeownership 
Alliance. These groups helped inspire Reinvestment Fund and Self-Help to partner in forming 
the Food Lenders Network, which aims to help CDFI food system lenders learn from each other 
and act on relevant public policies to support a more equitable food system. Our first meeting 
in September included engaging presentations on new USDA-CDFI partnership opportunities, 
including CDFI participation in the USDA’s nascent Heirs Property Relending Program.    

 

Since I joined the OFN board in 2018, the pandemic, the public outcry over George Floyd’s 
murder, and Joe Biden’s election have made the world a different place. Led in large part by 
OFN, CDFIs have worked to ensure support for under-resourced communities at a critical time.  
We’ve helped lead the economic response to the pandemic as Paycheck Protection Program 
lenders serving very small businesses and non-profits and advocating for PPP operational 
changes that made the program more usable. In the wake of the tragic murder of George Floyd 
and so many others, we have remained stalwart allies with Civil Rights leaders in facing our 
nation’s ongoing race-based inequities. We have been a critical thought partner and resource 
for Washington’s policy officials.   

 

In short, OFN’s move to Washington has helped raise the profile of CDFIs as high impact/high 
mission financial institutions, moral partners, and as policy advocates.  Public awareness of 
CDFIs has markedly increased. Now we have a responsibility to “Seize the Moment” as Lisa 
Mensah says. With OFN and CDFIs poised to leap to a new level of impact and influence and I 
seek to help make that happen by continuing to serve on the OFN Board.   

 



CDFIs are tools for the communities we serve and we must fight for policies that directly affect 
our communities. We must lead the efforts to ensure fair access to capital as lender and as 
policy makers. We must continue strengthening policy partnerships with social and economic 
justice organizations and participating in coalitions communities too often left out of policy 
debates.  

 

After working on Capitol Hill in the early 1990s, I joined Self-Help in 1998, inspired by our 
mission to create and protect ownership and economic opportunity for those traditionally 
underserved by conventional lenders. Working to help the CDFI field grow our capacity to 
directly help people and communities in need of unconventional financing remains an honor 
and a privilege to me.   

 

Thank you for taking time to read my candidate statement. I humbly ask for your organization’s 
vote for election to the OFN board of directors.  I know you have a difficult decision to make 
and am glad to answer any questions you may have as you consider my candidacy.  I can be 
reached at david.beck@self-help.org or at 919-451-1810.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

David Beck, Self-Help Director of Policy  

mailto:david.beck@self-help.org

